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this budget over the next 7 years and
come up with a plan for reforming a
number of areas of Government.

It is, I think, one of the most impor-
tant times in our country’s history,
certainly from a financial standpoint
and a long-term economic security
standpoint. I think this debate is as
important as the debate that occurred
during the Great Depression when we
were trying to right the ship of state
and preserve a long-term future during
that crisis.

We are at a similar crisis, I believe,
in our country’s time, with the moun-
tains of debt that we continue to pile
up, and, really, no end is in sight. The
fact is that we have over half of our
Government on automatic pilot, spend-
ing money without any idea of how
much it is going to go up. We have pro-
jections that Medicare is going to go
up 10 percent a year, Medicare 8 per-
cent a year, whatever the case may be.
But we do not know what it is. We add
up the bills at the end of the year and
that is what we pay out.

Can you imagine a family or a busi-
ness saying, well, half of the money we
spend, we have absolutely no idea what
it is going to be at the end of the year
because we promised people we were
going to pay these things, and whether
we have enough money or not, it does
not matter because we promised we
were going to pay it. That is the insan-
ity we are in that causes the deficits to
be at this level—now almost $5 trillion
in the national debt.

We have an opportunity to do some-
thing about that now. It is really the
first time since I have been in the Con-
gress—I was in the House 4 years prior
to coming to the Senate. This is the
first chance I have had to seriously ad-
dress the issue which, when I first got
elected to the House of Representa-
tives, I promised I would come down
here and do—to do things differently,
to put our fiscal house in order, to es-
tablish America—as many speakers
here talked about the moral authority
of a Government that lived within its
means and understands that we cannot
continue to tax and penalize and put
through very difficult times, because of
the excesses of today. I think we have
that moral obligation to act from that
perspective.

We also have an obligation, I think, a
moral obligation, to act from the per-
spective that we promised. We prom-
ised back in 1994—and many of us who
ran for office promised many times
throughout our careers—we promised
to come to Washington and seek to bal-
ance the budget.

It is not an easy thing to do. I think
if it was easy, it would have been done
a long time ago. It is difficult. I think
the American public understands it is
difficult. But we promised. We have a
Contract With America that says we
will balance the budget.

I think almost every Member on this
side, and I know many Members on the
other side when they ran for election
talked about how crucial it was for the

long-term future of this country to get
our fiscal house in order and to balance
the budget. We promised.

You can put up all the arguments,
charts, and graphs and say we should
do this because it will help future gen-
erations, we are going to do this be-
cause it will lower interest rates or it
will create more economic growth, or
we will get rid of wasteful programs or
create more freedom and opportunity,
we will reform the welfare system, we
will save Medicare.

Those are all very good reasons to
balance the budget. All very good rea-
sons why we should act on the rec-
onciliation package that will be com-
ing up in the next several weeks. I have
listed only a few. There are innumer-
able reasons why we should balance
this budget. Possibly paramount
among all of those is the fact that we
promised.

One thing I have heard from people,
whether it is Democrats or Repub-
licans, liberals or conservatives, the
reason they are so disgruntled with
government, whether it is at the State
or national level, is there is a lack of
trust that people who get elected actu-
ally follow through with what they
promised when they run their cam-
paigns. There is a dislink. There is the
politician the candidate, and then the
politician the elected official. What
one says during the campaign does not
jive with what one does when they are
elected to office.

We elect leaders of this country who
promise all sorts of things and come
down and do exactly the opposite. Then
you ask people, how can you support
someone who does that? Well, they all
do it. It does not make any difference.
They all say what they need to say to
get elected. But they all do it. Why is
he or she any worse than the rest? We
can forgive that, I guess.

I think those days are gone. I do not
think the public will forgive that any
more. I do not think they should for-
give it in the first place, and I hope
they do not. I think the least people
should expect out of their elected rep-
resentatives is they keep their prom-
ises. We made 10 promises in a Con-
tract With America. I think probably
paramount of all those promises was to
balance the budget.

Promises are important. If people do
not have faith in their elected officials
and institutions, that erosion of faith
in support of our Government has very
long-term consequences to the future
and safety and freedom of this country.

This is a big one. This is not a little
white promise, a little white lie that
we will tell. This is a big one. This is a
major promise that we made to the
American public.

I heard a preacher the other day tell
the story about this subject—not the
balanced budget—but about the impor-
tance of that trust. He talked of a man
who headed up a college, I believe it
was in South Carolina, a Bible college.

His father had started this school,
and all throughout his life growing up

his dream was to succeed his father and
run this school where people would
have their avocation to become preach-
ers and ministers. This was very impor-
tant for him. He felt it was a calling
from God to do this.

He did. He succeeded his father in
that position and ran that college very,
very well. Unfortunately, his wife of
many years contracted Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. Alzheimer’s is a devastating dis-
ease that eventually deteriorates the
mind to the point where a person is no
longer able to take care of themselves
and needs full-time care. This hap-
pened to this woman at a very young
age, unfortunately. She did deteriorate
to the point where she was simply not
able to take care of herself and needed
full-time care.

This husband, the man who had been
called to run this college, this passion
of his, decided to resign as president of
the college, to take the time and spend
the time to take care of his wife, who
was a victim of Alzheimer’s.

His friends and people on the board of
the college came up to him and said:

Why are you doing this? She has Alz-
heimer’s. She has no idea who you are. She
has no idea who is taking care of her. Any-
one can take care of her. Anyone can take
care of her. You have a calling. You are serv-
ing the Lord. You are doing what you are
good at. You may be the only one who can do
this. How can you leave that to do something
that anyone can do?

He said two things. First, he said:
‘‘She may not know who I am, but I
know who she is and I promised her
when we got married to be there until
death do us part. I promised.’’

Promises mean something. Promises
are important for relationships, for the
future of this country, between its
elected representatives and the people.
We promised. Now it is time to deliver.
I yield the floor.

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I inquire
of the Chair how much time is remain-
ing on the time of the Senator from
Wyoming?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The time
is 13 minutes 20 seconds.

f

RECONCILIATION

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I want
to congratulate my freshman col-
leagues who have been on the floor the
last hour. I think they have brought to
the floor today an understanding of
what this national debate that is going
on is all about and what the debate
that we will be having for the next few
weeks in this Chamber is all about.

It is appropriate that the freshman
Members, myself included, are making
this debate today as we have in the
past, because we were the ones who
came through the last election and lis-
tened to what the American people had
to say, as, of course, all our colleagues
did. In a sense, we were a little closer
to that.

My colleagues who preceded me
today have talked very eloquently. I
think if I could summarize, I would say
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that what they have talked about is to
try to give us real understanding about
what this debate that we are engaging
in this Congress is all about.

The term ‘‘reconciliation’’ may be a
term that is not familiar to the Amer-
ican people today, but I suspect in the
next 3 or 4 weeks it may become more
familiar.

We are going to be talking about a
lot of specifics that are contained in
the reconciliation bill. We will talk
about some provisions of this bill that,
frankly, I may not like. I suspect there
are few Members on this floor, if they
were very candid, who would not point
out a provision or two or more of the
reconciliation bill that we will be con-
sidering that they may not like.

But, instead of focusing on the minu-
tiae, I think it is important for us to
step back, as we tried to do during this
last 50 minutes of debate, and keep our
eye on the ball and talk about the big
picture and what is at stake.

My colleague from Pennsylvania,
Senator SANTORUM, who just con-
cluded, I think, said it very, very well
when he talked about promises that
were made. What are those promises?
What were those promises? How will
this Congress be judged? I think we
will ultimately be judged on four
things, the four big promises that were
made.

First, to balance the budget; to do
something that this Congress has not
done since I was a senior at Miami Uni-
versity in Ohio in 1969—a long time
ago, a quarter of a century—that is to
balance the Federal budget, and to set
us on the path so that we will, within
that reasonable period of time of 7
years, have a balanced budget and do
something we have not done for a quar-
ter of a century and to make sure the
figures are real, the promises kept.

Second, to save Medicare. I use the
term save because, as my colleague
from Tennessee, who is currently pre-
siding, has very eloquently pointed
out, that is what this debate about
Medicare is really all about: to save it,
to preserve it, to strengthen it.

Third, is to reform welfare. We
passed a welfare bill. The House has
passed one. We understand if we are
really going to change the direction of
this country, we have to first start
with a change in welfare.

And the fourth: commitment. The
fourth thing I think this Congress will
be judged on is our commitment to
have a modest tax cut—it is a modest
tax cut—for working men and women
in this country. So, I think it is impor-
tant for us to truly keep our eye on the
ball.

Let me conclude by saying the com-
ments of my colleague from Tennessee
I thought were most appropriate as was
the chart that was displayed here a few
moments ago. What these promises,
once they are kept, will really do is to
improve dramatically the quality of
life for the average man, woman, and
child—particularly child—in this coun-
try. Because, as he so eloquently point-

ed out, interest rates and other things
that silently affect our ability to pur-
chase a home, for a young, newly mar-
ried couple to purchase a home, have
their interests rates down, to have a
newer car, a safer car, all of these will
be affected by what we do with the
Federal deficit. The quality of life of
people who are struggling to get out of
poverty will be affected by what we
have done and will do in regard to true
welfare reform.

I think sometimes we forget the big
picture. Sometimes we spend a lot of
time on this floor talking about indi-
vidual bills, which we should, and what
impact some small bill, relatively
small bill, is going to have on individ-
uals. Sometimes we forget what we do
in regard to the big picture, what we do
in regard to welfare reform, what we do
in regard to a meaningful tax cut for
working men and women, what we do
in regard to balancing the budget, what
we do in regard to saving Medicare.
This big picture will affect, ultimately,
the quality of life of our children much
more than what we do on any individ-
ual program.

I again congratulate my colleagues,
congratulate my friend and colleague
from Tennessee, whose statistics and
chart I think pointed that out very,
very well. So, as we head into this de-
bate and as we talk about the minutiae
of reconciliation—I see my friend from
New Mexico, the chairman of the Budg-
et Committee, who is, obviously, going
to be involved very much in that de-
bate—I think it is important to keep
our eye on the ball, keep our eye on the
commitments, what we told the Amer-
ican people we were going to do, why
we were coming to Washington. And, as
we cast these tough and, frankly, very
unpleasant votes we are going to have
to cast in the weeks ahead, it is impor-
tant for us to do that, to keep our eye
on the ball and remember the big pic-
ture.

Remember, it is the big actions that
we take in the four areas I have talked
about that are going to impact the
quality of life of our children and our
grandchildren much more than any one
particular bill, any one particular
amendment, any one particular vote.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, par-
liamentary inquiry. Is there any order
that we have agreed upon? I do not
want to impose if there is.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Senators
can have up to 5 minutes. The Senator
from Illinois has 45 minutes reserved,
which he has not yet used.

Mr. DOMENICI. I wonder if we could
complete our argument in about 6 or 7
minutes and then the Senator could
have his time?

Mr. SIMON. I yield to my colleague
from New Mexico, as I almost always
do.

THE PRESIDENT’S BUDGET
Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I am

very, very proud of the Republican
Senators who have taken to the floor
today to talk about the most signifi-
cant issue for the American people, all
of the American people. I know some
ask, on whose side are we? We are on
everybody’s side. Because if you do not
get a balanced budget, sooner rather
than later, you are probably never
going to get one. And if you do not get
one soon, you are literally giving away
a legacy to the next generation and the
next generation that could have been
prosperity, economic gain, a better
chance to take care of yourselves—you
are giving that away by imposing a si-
lent tax on all the young people, all the
children yet unborn, where they will
have to pay our debt.

You cannot escape it. Some say,
what is this debt? This debt means that
millions of people, banks, insurance
companies, foreign countries, lent us
money. We gave them a nice little
promissory note, and we said: ‘‘Thank
you for lending us the money. We will
pay you back.’’

So we owe it—in fact, we owe part of
it to the Social Security trust fund.
Frankly, sooner or later, the bell will
toll. And this is our last best chance to
get a real balanced budget. When they
ask who are they who are for it, a vi-
sion comes to my mind of a big Amer-
ican shopping center with people in the
center from all walks of life. If you are
in a shopping center in New Mexico,
you will see a cowboy with cowboy
boots, and you will see a dressed up, al-
most aristocratic person, and then you
will see all ages, some with new T-
shirts with their latest words on it of
support for the Bulls or the Cavaliers
or even the march.

All of those people—not one piece of
them, all of them—anxiously expect
that the U.S. Government will not let
them and their children down as we
promise them a decent life and, if they
will work hard, a decent return and if
we will do our job, that they expect a
little better life with each passing dec-
ade.

Almost all of that is tied up in
whether we get a balanced budget, Mr.
President. And I thank you very much,
I say to the Senator from Tennessee,
for your comments of just how impor-
tant to every day events a balanced
budget is.

I wish to talk today about the Presi-
dent’s budget, and I do not know if
Members on the other side are up here
in the Chamber defending the Presi-
dent’s budget. I think we voted on his
first budget, did we not, in the budget
debate? And I do not think one Senator
voted for it. We all forget that. Not
one. I think every single Member in-
cluding everyone on that side voted no.

Now the issue comes, since the Presi-
dent gave us a new budget about 3
months ago, how many on that side of
the aisle would vote for it. I am going
to try in about the next 5 or 6 minutes
to convince the American people that
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